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CALIFORNIA  INDEPENDENT 


Thursday,  February  7,  1918. 


Gettysburg  Speech 
Called  Marvel  of 
Poetic  Splendor 


Lincoln’s  undying  Gettysburg  address 
has  been  put  into  the  new  poetic  style 
by  Dr.  Marion  Mills  Miller,  who  finds 
that  “the  speech  is  as  perfect  a poem 
as  ever  was  written,  and  even  in  the 
minor  qualities  of  artistic  language — 
rhythm  and  cadence,  phonetid  euphony, 
rhetorical  symbolism,  and  that  subtle 
reminiscence  of  a great  literary  and 
spiritual  inheritance,  the  Bible,  which 
stands  to  us  as  Homer  did  to  the 
ancients — it  excels  the  finest  gem  to  be 
found  in  poetic  cabinets  from  the  Greek 
anthology  downward,”  Dr,  Miller’s  in- 
teresting “poetic”  presentation  of  the 
address  follows: 

Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago 

Our  fathers  brought  forth  on  this  continent 

A new  nation, 

Conceived  in  liberty, 

And  dedicated  to  the  proposition 
That  all  men  are  created  equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a great  civil  war, 
Testing  whether  that  nation, 

Or  any  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated, 
Can  long  endure. 

We  are  met  on  a great  battlefield  of  that  war, 
We  have  come  to  dedicate  a portion  of  that 
r field 

As  a final  resting-place 

For  those  who  here  gave  their  lives 

That  that  nation  might  live. 

It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper 
That  we  should  do  this. 

But,  in  a larger  sense. 

We  can  not  dedicate — 

We  can  not  consecrate— 

We  can  not  hallow — 

This  ground. 

The  brave  men,  living  and  dead, 

Who  struggled  here 

Have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  poor 
power 

To  add  or  detract 

The  world  will  little  note  nor  long  remember 
What  we  say  here, 

But  it  can  never  forget 
What  they  did  here. 

It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather 
-To  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work 
Which  they  who  fought  here  have  so  nobly 
advanced. 

It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated 
To  the  great  task  remaining  before  us — 
That  from  these  honored  dead 
We  take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause 
For  which  they  gave  the  last  full  measure 
of  devotion; 

That  we  here  highly  resolve 

That  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain; 

That  this  nation,  under  God, 

Shall  have  a new  birth  of  freedom ; 

And  that  government  of  the  people, 

By  the  people,  and  for  the  people 
Shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 

America's 

Martyred 

President 


1809 — Born  in  Hardin  county , Ken- 
tucky, February  12.  He  was  de- 
scended from  a Quaker  family , 
which  had  emigrated  from  Vir- 
ginia about  1780. 

1816 — Removed  with  his  family 
from  Kentucky  to  Indiana. 

1880 — Removed  to  Illinois,  where 
durina  the  next  few  years  he  fol- 
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lowed  various  occupations,  includ- 
ing those  of  a farm  laborer,  a 
merchant  and  a surveyor. 

1886 — Admitted  to  the  bar  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  law  in  Spring- 
field. 

18J+2 — Served  as  a captain  and  aft- 
erward as  a private  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war. 

18kk — Elected  to  the  Illinois  legis- 
lature as  a Whig  and  served  eight 
years. 

181fl — Elected  to  congress  on  the 
Whig  ticket. 

1858 — As  Republican  candidate  for 
the  United  States  senate  he  en- 
gaged in  a series  of  joint  debates 
throughout  Illinois  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic candidate,  Stephen  A. 
Douglas. 

1860 —  Elected  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  on  the  Republican  ticket , 
the  disunion  of  the  Democratic 
party  giving  him  an  easy  victory. 

1861—  On  A&ril  15,  two  days  after 


the  fall  of  Fort  aumver,  he  issued 
a call  for  7 5,000  volunteers,  and 
the  control  of  events  passed  from 
the  cabinet  to  the  camp. 

1861 —  April  19,  proclaimed  a block- 
ade of  Southern  ports. 

1862 —  September  22,  issued  a proc- 
lamation emancipating  all  slaves 
in  states  or  parts  of  states,  which 
should  be  in  rebellion  on  Janu- 
ary 1 , 1868. 

186k — Re-elected  president  by  the 
Republican  party,  defeating  Geo. 
B.  McClellan,  candidate  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

1865 — Entered  Richmond  with  the 
Federal  army  on  April  k,  two 
days  after  that  city  had  been 
evacuated  by  the  Confederates. 

1865 — Shot  by  John  Wilkes  Booth 
on  April  Ik,  and  died  the  follow- 
ing day.  Buried  at  Springfield, 

TV 

[When  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  a boy,  first 
came  in  contact  with  the  institution  of 
slavery,  he  remarked:  "If  X ever  get  a 
chance  I am  going  to  knock  that  thing, 
and  LnnoJ*  it^ard.”! 


Lincoln’s  Stories. 


It  seems  probable  that  some  of  Lin- 
coln’s stories,  genuine  though  we  may 
believe  them  to  be,  were  current  before 
his  time;  for  instance,  the  one  with 
the  Kentucky  flavor  referring  to  the 
brand  of  whisky  which  General 
Grant’s  enemies  protested  he  used 
with  too  much  freedom.  Lincoln  dis- 
claimed this  story  in  my  hearing, 
stating  that  King  George  III.  of  Eng- 
land was  said  to  have  remarked, 
when  he  was  told  that  General  Wolfe, 
then  In  command  of  the  English  army 
in  Canada,  was  mad,  that  he  wished 
Wolfe  would  bite  some  of  his  other 
generals. — From  “Lincoln  in  the  Tele- 
I graph  Office.” 
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